
The Significance of Simon Cyrene 

April 11th, 2006 

 

“This is the day the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

There is no greater time on the Christian’s calendar than the days of the 

death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

    Not much is said about some individuals who took part in the greatest 

story of history, the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. One 

participant was Simon of Cyrene. He was a Hellenistic Jew who was of Greek 

culture and who had adopted the Greek language. Born on the north coast of 

Africa, it is likely that Simon was a large man with a strong build thus standing 

out in the crowd that was excited about the coming crucifixion party. Of the three 

criminals to be crucified, Jesus was considered the worst. Being a Hellenistic Jew, 

Simon may well have been there for the Passover Feast or had immigrated as one 

of the many settlers in the Jerusalem area. 

     He was pressed into the service of carrying the cross of Jesus when he 

met the procession that was on its way to the most shameful event in all history. 

This had to have been a life-changing event for Simon when he came face-to-face 

with the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is more than likely that the 

influence of this event led him to become a believer by embracing Jesus as the true 

Messiah. Perhaps he influenced all his family. A few scripture verses suggest that 

Simon’s experience with Jesus may well have had a most profound influence on his 

family. Mark 15:21 “And they compelled one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, 

coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear the cross.” 

Later in Scripture his family members are referred to in the church, Romans 16:13 

“Salute Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine.” 



    What we do with the cross of Christ will determine the response of our 

own family members, as seen in this captivating incident in Scripture. Where 

Simon was on that day was in God’s divine providence. This traumatic event led 

to the salvation of his house-hold plus many others who were traumatically 

touched by Simon’s story of that day’s blood-sprinkled events. As it is difficult to 

argue with such an experience, it ought to be very difficult for others to argue with 

you about your experience with Christ, if you have picked up your cross and 

followed the Christ of the cross.  

    The one difference between Simon’s cross-bearing and ours is that he 

was commandeered to do so while we are asked to do so. Never will a man attain 

to the crown if he will not take up the cross. Cross-bearing is very unpopular today 

as there are very few who are willing to be removed from secular society. Matthew 

10:38 “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of 

me.” There seems to have been very little success in the early stages of this horrific 

event, but the end was the salvation of the “whosoever will.”  

 

Would you not rather fail in what will one day triumph, rather than triumph in 

what will one day fail? “Take up thy Cross and follow me.” 

 

Send your comments and questions and we will, prayerfully seek to get back to you 

as soon as possible.  jandrvdv@nbnet.nb.ca  

mailto:jandrvdv@nbnet.nb.ca


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


